
Lean into Gratitude. Practice Generosity.
 

What are you thankful for in these days? 
Thanksgiving is a time when we intentionally pause, and give thanks.
But this year, how can we sing a song of thanksgiving?
 

2020 is an unprecedented year of challenge to the human spirit and our collective wellbeing.
The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted our lives like nothing we've ever known. A 'novel' virus has
unleashed fear and uncertainty. This global heath emergency has affected every aspect of our daily life.
And it's far from over. Here in our 'Atlantic Bubble' we know we are fortunate. Yet, with a 'second 
wave' now happening elsewhere in Canada and around the world, we remain cautious.
 

These last several months have been hard.
Some of us have coped with illness and loss. Some of our family and friends are affected by COVID-19.
Some of us have been on the 'front lines'. Some of us lost a job or made adjustments in our workplaces. 
Many among us are struggling with depression, fatigue and loneliness. 
All of us have lived with some disappointments.
Through it all we have not been able to gather face-to-face as a faith community and share in the rituals 
that comfort and nourish us.
 

In times like these, I will be bold to say we need thanksgiving more than ever. And I don't simply mean 
the celebration of festive foods and family meals - as wonderful as those are! I mean the spiritual
practice of gratitude.
 

Gratitude is one of the most powerful ways we express love, and keep our hearts open to life and each other.
We cannot have a closed heart when we are grateful.
 

Lean into gratitude.
 

Fear and defensiveness dissolve. Anger lessens. Hurts are healed. Hope is nurtured. Grace is present.
God Is.
 

Practice generosity.
 

From gratitude flows generosity: generosity of spirit, time, love, resources and presence.
Generosity strengthens relationship and creates community.
 

Thank you to each and every one of you for your presence in this uncommon time: joining on-line 
worship, making 'caring calls', learning new things, participating in 'zoom' meetings, organizing our 
move from the campus, discerning difficult decisions, supporting our Visions community with our
prayers and offerings, staying together through this time of transition. 
What amazing generosity! Thank you!
 

Yes. Even in times like these, we can be grateful. 
 
What is your prayer of thanksgiving today?
 

Lean into gratitude. Practice generosity.
This is my prayer as we journey forth in faith together.
 

In gratitude,

Rev. Shawn Redden
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Online at www.visionsunited.ca/spirit-gatherings/ 

Registration opens on Wednesday morning for the
upcoming Sunday and closes on Saturday at noon.
There are 45 spaces available. Order of registration will
be respected, i.e. first come, first served.
Covid-19 guidelines are in place. Please review "Visions
United Covid-19 Protocol for In-Person Gatherings". 
If you registerd online and can no longer attend please
contact Emily to cancel your reservation.  

Visions United will have three trial in-person Spirit
Gatherings!  We've delayed the start date by a week. We did
not have tech volunteers because of the holiday weekend and
not everyone is able to attend in person events during
Covid19.
When? October 18 & 25 and November 1 at  10:30am
Where? The Pere Patrice Leblanc Centre, 91 Murphy Ave. 
The Leadership Team will meet later in October to evaluate
the in-person format and make a decision on the frequency
of in-person Spirit Gatherings for November and December.
We very much look forward to seeing you!

How to register?

1.
    You will see a button that says register. Click  there and
     input all requested information.
   2. By phone (506-384-0843) on or Wednesday. 

Important Info:

Recorded Spirit Gatherings:

We are also mindful that some folks may not be able to
attend at this time.  We will provide a quality recording of
the service that can be viewed at your convenience at
www.visionsunited.ca/spirit-gatherings/

Our office administrator Emily looks forward to
assisting you with any church matter by phone, 
506-384-0843, or email, office@visionsunited.ca.  
The office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
from 9:30am - 12:30pm.  Have a question or concern
outside of these hours?  No problem!  Just leave a
message and she will get back to you during the next
scheduled hours.  

Visits can occur between 2 and 8 p.m., daily.
Patients may have ONE healthy visitor at a time, 

Clergy can visit only ONE patient per day. 
Clergy visits are not permitted to the Emergency
Department or to Outpatient Services. 
Palliative patients receiving end of life care may have
clergy visits. (Exemptions may be granted for visits
outside the 2-8 pm visiting hours.)

Clergy are  permitted to visit the hospital upon request only.
This means Rev. Shawn does not have access to the patient
list at the Spiritual Care office. Please contact Shawn
directly by phone or email to request a visit. (506-588-0326
or minister@visionsunited.ca)

       and are limited to an hour.

HOSPITAL VISITATION

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Finance Team wishes to thank you all for your
continuing (and special) donations over the last 6
months!  To date, total offerings for our Congregational
Life are $6000 more than last year at this time.
 

Our total revenue and expenses are both $7000 lower
than last year, which means we are on  par with last year
even without our major fundraisers and last year's
$15,000 grant which was included in Congregational Life
Funds. Government wage subsidies which have
amounted to about $14,000 certainly helped with the
difference. We did receive our New Ministries grant of
$25,000 in August which went in the Transition Fund. 
 Much of this money is reserved to be spent next year.
 

January to September 2020
Revenue  $ 99,923
Expenses $ 114,817 
Manse Fund Balance: 91,095.02
Hub Lease Fund Balance: 120,399.87

Sincerely,
John Russell, for Finance Team

SPECIAL THANKSGIVING OFFERING 
We have included a special  giving envelope for those
who would like to make a Thanksgiving offering.
Envelopes can be mailed to the address below or give
Emily a call to arrange a pick up time. 

Open Doors - Open Minds - Open Hands - Open Hearts
Mailing Address: RPO North End, Box 29101, Moncton, NB, E1G 4R3      www.visionsunited.ca

OFFICE UPDATE

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

IN-PERSON SPIRIT GATHERINGS - NEW START DATE OCT 18

When: Thursday, October 15th, 7pm 
Where: Patrice Leblanc Centre, 91 Murphy Ave.
The the purpose of this meeting is to:
1) elect a new Trustee; and 2) receive information from
the Trustees about our lease for space in the
Community Hub and approve  the financial
commitment.. 


