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Visions United Spirit Gathering 
December 24th, 2020 - Christmas Eve 

"Out In the Cold" 
 

Our Community Gathers  

 
Prelude         O Holy Night            Daphna Pearson, Piano 

Music: Adolphe Adam, ©Public Domain. Arr. Daphna Pearson 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A - 720804 

 
Welcome                          Shawn Redden 

God's Doors Are Open to All! 
Open Doors · Open Minds · Open Hands · Open Hearts 

 

Visions United seeks to be a safe place for people of all 
races, creeds, ages, cultural backgrounds, 

sexual orientations and gender identities to worship. 
 
Gathering Words                                                                                Richard Bott, adapted S. Redden 
 
Carol  VU#64 O Little Town of Bethlehem (v.1&4)  
                                                                    Lead: John Foster, Daphna Pearson & Brian Affleck (guitar) 

                                                        Words: Phillips Brooks 1868. Music: Lewis H. Redner 1868. Public Domain. 
                               All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A - 720804 

 
Lighting the Advent Wreath - The Christ Candle 
We invite you to bring your Advent Wreath to worship and light your Advent Candles with us. 
 
Carol  VU#6 A Candle Is Burning (v.5)                           Lead: Ainsley MacTavish-Hawkes,  

Lorna Teed & Brian Affleck (guitar) 
                                                                         Words: Sandra Dean © 1986. Music: James R. Murray, 1887 

 
"Out In The Cold" 

A Retelling of the Christmas Story 
 

Scripture   Luke 1:26-35 - An Angel Visits Mary            Reader: Brian Botten 
 
Reflection  Mary's Story       Ainsley MacTavish-Hawkes 
 
Carol   VU#8 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                     Lead: Anna & Bill Peters,  

                                                                                                                                    Daphna Pearson 
                                                                     Words: German, 15th century, English trans: Theodore Baker 1894. 

                                                          Music: German traditional melody 1599, Harm: Michael Praetorius 1609  
                                 All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A- 720804 

 
Scripture  Matthew 1:18-25 - Joseph's Dream        Reader: Shawn Redden 
 
Reflection   Joseph's Story                                      Brian Affleck 
 
Carol   VU#74 What Child Is This? (v.1&2)  
                                           Lead: Norma Jean Chapman (daughter of the Pearson's), Daphna Pearson 
                                                                                                         Words: William C. Dix, 1865. Public Domain. 

                                                                               All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A - 720804 
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Scripture  Luke 2:1-7 - The Birth of Jesus             Reader: Brian Botten 
 
Reflection  The Innkeeper's Story              Carla Bourque 
 
Carol   VU#70 There’s a Star in the East                                     Lead: John Foster 
                                                                                                          Words/Music: African – American Spiritual. 

                                                                               All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A - 720804 
 
Scripture  Luke 2: 8-20 - The Angels Visit the Shepherds       Reader: Shawn Redden 
 
Reflection   A Shepherd's Story                                      Brian Botten 
 
Carol   Glory, Hallelu                      Duet: Ainsley MacTavish-Hawkes & Joan Hawkes 
                                                                                                  Words/Music: Dave & Jean Perry (ASCAP) 

All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A - 720804 
 
Scripture   Matthew 2:1-2 - The Visit of the Magi            Reader: Brian Botten 
 
Reflection  A Magi's Story               Peter Lightfoot 

 
Reflection  The More Things Change...                                    Brian Botten 
 

We Respond With Prayer and Gratitude 
 

Carol   VU#40 Before the Marvel of This Night (v.1)     Lead: Dennis Livingstone 
Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda © 1981.  Music: Carl F. Schalk © 1989. G.I.A. Publications, Inc.  

                                 All rights reserved.   Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A - 720804 
 
The Community at Prayer               Shawn Redden 
 

We Go Forth to Be a Blessing  
 

Blessing & Sharing of the Light of Christmas 
We invite you to light a candle and join in singing Silent Night. 

 
Carol  VU#67 Silent Night                                           Lead: Lorna Teed, Daphna Pearson,  
                                                                                                  John Foster, Kim & Brian Affleck (guitar) 
                                                                  Words: Joseph Mohr 1818,  English trans: John F. Young 1863, et al. 

                                                                  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A - 720804 
 

 
Merry Christmas! 

May the gifts of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 
fill your heart this Christmas 

 


