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Visions United Church 
May 1, 2022 – “What?” 

 

PRELUDE. You Raise Me Up (Josh Groban)  (Words on screen at the same time) 
Words/Music: Brendan Graham, Rolf Lovland ©2002 Universal –  

Polygram International Publishing, Inc. 
CCLI #11077526-A; CSPL047859 Size A 

WELCOME  
 

Acknowledgement of Place  
 

One: We remember with gratitude  
 that we live and worship on lands that are, by law,  
the unceded territories of the Mi'kmaq. 
All: May we live with respect on this land,  
and in peace and friendship with its peoples. 
 

GATHER 
LIGHTING THE CANDLES  
One:  Peace of the Risen Christ be with You! 
All: And also with you! 
 

Sharing Our WOW Moments 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   
The songs of Easter joy are still on our lips  
and the desire to witness is fresh in our hearts. 
From this place of delight,  
we will be given new visions of the way forward.  
The Spirit of Christ calls us out of the familiar  
and sets us on daring adventures for the sake of love. 
We enter this time of worship with courage.  
May our hearts be opened to receive Spirit’s call! 

 

HYMN:  VU #582  There's a Spirit in the Air  (v. 1, 4, 6, 7) 
Words: Brian Wren 1969 Music: John Wilson 1969 ©1979 Hope Publishing 

CCLI #11077526-A; CSPL047859 Size A 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH:  
Our path into the future is found with you, Risen One.  
You come to us in the familiar, everyday things,   
you come in startling and unexpected ways, 
you challenge us to change how we are.  
Help us to hear your voice, to trust in your call,  
and live always in your way. Amen. 

  
HYMN:  VU  595  We Are Pilgrims    (Two verses only:  v. 2 first, then v. 1, then repeat last half v.  1) 

Words/Music: Richard Gillard 1977 © 1977 Universal Music –  
Brentwood Benson Publshing 

CCLI #11077526-A; CSPL047859 Size A 
 

THEME CONVERSATION AND THE PRAYER OF JESUS: 
During the Season of Easter we have been hearing about someone named John who, long ago, 
received a very special dream from God. The church thought this dream was so important, it was 
written down and became a book in the Bible called Revelation. Maybe John’s dream will help us have 
dreams of our own for the church. 
(Distribute the scarves/strips of cloth and invite those gathered to drape them around their necks like 
stoles. Light the candle.) 
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A lot of angels, and all the living creatures gathered around, and I heard every living creature singing a 
song of praise to Jesus.  Their song went like this: “God has filled you with power (flex muscle in 
arms) and wisdom (circle hands in front of heart) and glory (make an arc with hands above head from 
left to right) and blessing!” (Lift hands, palms up, from waist to shoulder height.)  
 

Repeat this song a few times and invite those gathered to join you in the motions. Conclude by saying, 
“You, too, are filled with power and wisdom and glory and blessing.” (Collect the scarves/strips of cloth 
in the basket. Extinguish the candle and speak the words of blessing.) The light does not go out, but 
merely changes shape. Breathe in the Spirit of God (inhale) and go and dream with God.   
(Extend arms out to the side toward others.)  
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION: 

Loving God,  
you speak to us in so many ways:  
in our sudden awakening to your wonder,  
in your ability to bring joy out of sorrow,  
in the gift that Jesus was to the disciples on that far off shore, 
in the gift that Jesus is to each of us,  
in the wonder of new beginnings and new understandings, 
and in the stories of the Bible.   
Speak to us now through these readings from scripture.  
Help us to hear your voice and follow the way of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

READINGS FROM THE EARLY CHURCH: Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1–20) 
SERMON TEXT                     Glenna 
 

1 Meanwhile, Saul was still spewing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high 
priest, 2 seeking letters to the synagogues in Damascus. If he found persons who belonged to the Way, 
whether men or women, these letters would authorize him to take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 During 
the journey, as he approached Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven encircled him. 4 He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice asking him, “Saul, Saul, why are you harassing me?” 
5 Saul asked, “Who are you, Lord?” 
“I am Jesus, whom you are harassing,” came the reply. 6 “Now get up and enter the city. You will be told what 
you must do.” 
7 Those traveling with him stood there speechless; they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 After they picked 
Saul up from the ground, he opened his eyes but he couldn’t see. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 
9 For three days he was blind and neither ate nor drank anything. 
10 In Damascus there was a certain disciple named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 
He answered, “Yes, Lord.” 
11 The Lord instructed him, “Go to Judas’ house on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named 
Saul. He is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias enter and put his hands on him to 
restore his sight.” 
13 Ananias countered, “Lord, I have heard many reports about this man. People say he has done horrible 
things to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 He’s here with authority from the chief priests to arrest everyone 
who calls on your name.” 
15 The Lord replied, “Go! This man is the agent I have chosen to carry my name before Gentiles, kings, and 
Israelites. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 
17 Ananias went to the house. He placed his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord sent me—Jesus, 
who appeared to you on the way as you were coming here. He sent me so that you could see again and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Instantly, flakes fell from Saul’s eyes and he could see again. He got up and was 
baptized. 19 After eating, he regained his strength. 
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He stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several days. 20 Right away, he began to preach about Jesus in 
the synagogues. “He is God’s Son,” he declared. 
 
 
 
 

EPISTLE READING Worthy is the Lamb (Revelation 5:11–14)               Glenna 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the sound of many angels surrounding the throne, the living creatures, and the 
elders. They numbered in the millions—thousands upon thousands. 12 They said in a loud voice, 
“Worthy is the slaughtered Lamb 
        to receive power, wealth, wisdom, and might, 
        and honor, glory, and blessing.” 
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea—I heard everything 
everywhere say, 
“Blessing, honor, glory, and power 
belong to the one seated on the throne 
    and to the Lamb 
 

MESSAGE:    What? 
 

HYMN:    MV 209 Go make a difference   All verses (as written) 
Words/Music: Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek © 1977 spiritandsong.com 

CCLI #11077526-A; CSPL047859 Size A 
  

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
ANNOUNCEMENTS?  
 

DEDICATION OF OFFERING:  
May these gifts be multiplied 
as we conceive of God’s abundant love 
and give birth to the ways  
of love and justice in our world.  Amen 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER: 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We thank God for a wondrous planet home.   
We celebrate with all our kin.  
We pray for all those in need.   
We name them now. (Pray aloud or silently.) 

 

Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with Earth. 
Make our spirits sensitive to the cries of creation, 
cries for justice from the land, the seas and the skies. 
Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive  
to the groans of the Spirit in creation,  
groans of longing for a new creation. 
Jesus Christ, make our hearts sensitive to the songs of our kin, 
songs of celebration from the sea, the forest and the air. 
Christ, teach us to care.  Amen. 
 

WE ARE SENT FORTH 
 

* HYMN:   MV 212 - Sent out in Jesus Name    (As written – English only) 
Words/Music: traditional song, Cuba, English Translation: Jorge Maldonado 

 © 1991 Abingdon Press (Admin. by Music Services, Inc. 
CCLI #11077526-A; CSPL047859 Size A 
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* COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION: 
The Christ’s Spirit says, “Get up and go.  
Extend God’s circle of love,  
offer a healing touch to the world,  
celebrate Spirit’s presence in all. 
Our eyes have been opened  
and we are filled with new visions of the way. 
We will go where Christ’s Spirit leads. 
Amen 
 

POSTLUDE:  Chorus of You Raise Me Up.   (Chorus lyrics posted on screen) 
Words/Music: Brendan Graham, Rolf Lovland ©2002 Universal –  

Polygram International Publishing, Inc.  
CCLI #11077526-A; CSPL047859 Size A 

 
 

 


