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Visions United Spirit Gathering 
February 4, 2024 – Black History Month 

Jesus in the Village 
 

* Stand as able 
Our Community Gathers 

 

Gathering Music/Prelude  
 
Welcome 

God’s Doors Are Open to All! 
Open Doors · Open Minds · Open Hands · Open Hearts 

 

Visions United seeks to be a safe place for people of all 
races, creeds, ages, cultural backgrounds, 

sexual orientations and gender identities to worship. 
 
Acknowledgement of Land             
One:   We remember with gratitude 

that we live and worship on lands that are, by law, 
the unceded territories of the Mi’kmaq. 

All:  May we live with respect on this land, 
and in peace and friendship with its people. 

                 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
 
Kindling a Flame for Peace & Sharing of the Peace 
One: May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
*Song  (standing) MV#28 God of the Bible (v1, ref, v2, ref, v3, ref, v4, ref)  

Words: Shirley Erena Murray ©1996 Hope Publ. Co.  
Music: Tony E. Alonso ©2001 GIA Publ. Inc. 

All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net#720804 
 
Invitation to Gather            adapted: Charmain Bailey, Jesus in the Village ©2024 
One:  Jesus enters our village today to 

the laughter of our children  
All:  the graciousness of our elders 
One:  the excitement of our friends  
All:  the music of our songs. 
One:  He comes to us, lifting the burdens we carry, 
All:  bringing the peace that we seek,  

and the hope that we cling to 
One: Jesus enters our village today,  
All: and we welcome him gladly! 
 
Gathering Prayer (unison)                      adapted: Charmain Bailey, Jesus in the Village ©2024 
Loving Creator, we gather to celebrate Black History Month,  
As we meet today, we pray that our hearts be opened  
to hearing the stories—current and past—of Black siblings.  
We celebrate and honour them,  
for all they have contributed to our world, our ‘villages’, and to us.  
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Bless our time this day, in the reading of scripture,  
the prayers of our hearts, and the joy of meeting each other,  
in this ‘village’ where your presence is made known to us. Amen.  
 
Sharing of WOW moments 
 

Children leave for programming during singing. 
 
Theme Introduction Our Commitment to Being an Anti-Racist Church        Shawn 
 
Special Music We Are Singing, for the Lord is Our Light            Traditional Zulu Song  

                  Choral arrangement: Hal H. Hopson.  ©1994 Agape Music. All rights reserved.  
 Reprinted under OneLicense.net#720804. 

Wisdom Reading  Mark 1:29-39 
 
Reflection  Jesus in the Village                 Adapted from a reflection by Charmaine Bailey 

© 2024 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada.  
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike  

License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca. 
 

We Respond with Prayer and Gratitude 
 

Song  MV#167 Hush! Hush!                     Words & Music: African-American spiritual, arr. Stephen Lee 
 ©2006 Professional Music Servies. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net#720804 

 
Our Community at Prayer  
 
Prayer Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer for the Church 

https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/mlk-prayer-for-the-church-with-voiceover 
 
Invitation to Generosity & Blessing of Our Gifts (Gifts brought forward during singing) 
 
   

Song   MV#187 We Give Our Thanks         Words & Music: traditional song, trans. David Fines ©2006 
 All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net#720804 

Re-a-mo le-bo-ga 
We give our thanks to God 
Nous ren-dons grâce à Dieu 
We give our thanks to God! 
 

The Work of the Congregation – Announcements       
 

We Go Forth to Be a Blessing 
 

*Song  (standing) MV#88 Over My Head (words attached) 
Words/Music: African American spiritual. Arr: Stephen Lee, ©2006, 2011  

Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE A - 720804 
 
Blessing & Changing of the Light  
 
Postlude Music for the Journey  
  

 Thank You for Joining Us! 
May Each of Us Carry the Spirit into the world with us. 

 
Service Credits: Jesus in the Village, Charmaine Bailey. © 2024 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. 
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike Licence. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
nc-sa/2.5/ca. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ca

